
upcoming events 
 

BR Family Night Out: 
Applebee’s 

11:00am-9:00pm 

GLORY DAY! 
Morning Penance Service 

and All-School Mass 
1:30pm 

 

2020 Cor Christi Gala 
5:30pm, The Grand Hotel 

Pre-ACTs for Juniors 

NO SCHOOL! 
Bishop’s Convocation for 

Catholic Education and 
ND Administrators Conference 

ND State Class B 
Cross Country Meet 

Jamestown 
 

ND Class A First Round 
Football Playoffs 

Sites to be determined 

Picture Retake Day 

Morning Penance Service 

BR School Board Meeting 
BR Library, 4:00pm 

District 12 Volleyball Tourney 
begins 

Sites to be determined 

ND Class A Football 
Quarterfinals 

Sites to be determined 
 

LION TIMES 
A  MONTHLY  BISHOP  RYAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  FAMILY  NEWSLETTER 

monthly highlights 

Close Contact Information  2 

Lions Sports Update  3 

Fairy Tale Lessons of Virtue  4 

 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Mrs. Benson and Mrs. Selk can help you find any school-related information 
or put you in touch with any staff or faculty member! 

Contact them at (701) 838-3355, then extension 2 or 3. 
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Are you a licensed 
substitute teacher? 

Additional substitute teachers are needed to help 
keep our classes in session when a faculty member 

might not be able to teach, so we’re looking for 
teachers to add to our substitute teaching list. 

A current substitute teaching license is required. 
If you’re considering what substitute teaching 

looks like and how our health plan works to keep 
teachers and students safe and healthy, 

please contact Mrs. Steckler (tsteckler@brhs.com) 
or Mr. Lee (clee@brhs.com) 

at (701) 838-3355 for more information. 

My Student is a Close Contact; Now What? 
These protocols for students are based upon the North Dakota Department of Health’s “Critical Infrastructure 
Workers and Covid-19 Exposures Fact Sheet”. Please note: 
 NDHSAA does not allow student-athletes identified as close contacts to participate. So while an 
asymptomatic non-residential close contact student-athlete could be at school, they would not be allowed to 
practice with the team or compete. 
 Student residential close contacts are required to quarantine if directed by the First District Health Unit or 

the ND Department of Health. 

Student is asymptomatic (no symptoms) Student develops symptoms 
found on BRCS Daily Health Checklist 

The student may attend school 
under the following conditions: 

 

1) The student must be closely observed 
for any developing symptoms. 

 

2) The student must wear a mask 
at all times while at school 
for 14 days after exposure. 

 

3) The student must socially distance 
themselves as much as possible. 

 

4) The student must carefully and 
thoroughly practice healthy hygiene habits. 

 

5) The student may test 
at the discretion of their primary physician. 

The student must not 
come to school. 

 

Unless it is an emergency, 
DO NOT GO to a clinic or hospital 

without first calling ahead. 
Calling first will help the clinic or 

hospital manage your process. 
 

If the student becomes ill and tests 
negative at any time during their 

monitoring period, they still need to 
remain under self-quarantine for the 

remainder of the 14 days. 
 

If the student becomes sick 
while at school, the student will be 

sent home immediately.  
The student may choose to follow 

recommendations of the CDC, 
First District Health Unit, 

and North Dakota Department of Health 
to quarantine for 14 days from last exposure 

in response to a confirmed Covid-19 case. 

Student Identified as a Non-Residential Close Contact of a Positive Covid-19 Case 

Picture Retake Day: 
 

TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 

27TH 



With only two regular season matchups left on the 2020 
schedule, the Lions get ready to head to Des Lacs-

Burlington on Friday and Garrison/Max the following week. 
The first round of State A Playoffs happens October 24th, 

with sites yet to be detemined.  

The next two weeks will be a whirlwind of volleyball action 
for the Lady Lions, leading up to the kickoff of the District 

12 Tournament on October 29th. But first, Berthold comes 
to the Den for a trio of matches tonight, October 6th.  

 

Our Lion harriers are peaking at just the right time, posting 
season- and personal-bests heading into the postseason. 

The calendar has just two more meets: the West Region on 
October 17th in Parshall and the State Meet in Jamestown 

on  October 24th.  
 

GO LIONS! 

NOTES TO KNOW 
for lion fans 

COVID-19 will have an effect on how the rest of the fall 
seasons play out. In our best attempt to keep you 
informed, please remember: 
 

- THE BR WEBSITE CALENDAR WILL ALWAYS BE  
   THE MOST UP-TO-DATE CALENDAR. 
 

-IF WE RECEIVE VENUE INFORMATION, WE’LL  
    SHARE THAT WITH THE EVENT INFORMATION  
    ON OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR. 
Postseason tournaments may have some changes in 
the way that they are conducted this year, so please 
make sure to watch the calendar for information 
regarding not only the location, but also attendance 
rules for fans and any webcast viewing opportunities. 

 

With our Cor Christi Gala coming up Saturday, 
we wanted to send a huge thank you for all of 

your donations to some amazing 
silent auction baskets for the evening! 

Here are the themes that each class decided on: 
Preschool: Going to the Zoo 

Kindergarten: Kinder “Garden” 
1st Grade: Baking Spirits Bright 

2nd Grade: Game Night 
3rd Grade: Family Evenings Together 

4th Grade: Family Photo Session 
5th Grade: “Bee” Virtuous 

6th Grade: Handmade Prayer Quilt 
7th Grade: Coffee & Chocolate 

8th Grade: A Basket for the Guys 
Freshmen: Setting Up the Kitchen 
Sophomores: Decadence & Bliss 

Juniors: S’mores Galore 
Seniors: Why Not Minot? 

 

Thank you again to our families and our class 
ambassadors for putting these baskets together! 

 
Just a reminder that tickets to this year’s Gala are 

limited due to COVID guidelines, so if you’re interested 
in attending, please contact the Administration Office 
as soon as possible to have your name put on the list! 

DON’T FORGET: 

is Wednesday, October 7th! 



   The American writer Flannery O'Connor spoke a simple but profound truth when she said that "a story is a way to say 
something that can't be said any other way. You tell a story because a statement would be inadequate." The great fairy tales and 
fantasy stories capture the meaning of morality through vivid depictions of the struggle between good and evil, where characters 
must make difficult choices between right and wrong, or where heroes and villains contest the very fate of imaginary worlds. 
 
 

We cannot know, except within the context of the entire story, why what seemed to be courage in one  
character turned out to be stupid bravado, while what looked like disloyalty in another character turned out 

to be creative fidelity to a greater good. Moral living is about being responsive and responsible toward other people. 
And virtues are those traits of character that enable persons to use their freedom in morally responsible ways. 

 
 
 

   The mere ability, however, to use moral principles to justify one's actions does not make a virtuous person. The late Jewish 
philosopher Martin Buber tells the story of how he fell into "the fatal mistake of giving instruction in ethics" by presenting ethics 
as formal rules and principles. Buber discovered that very little of this kind of education gets "transformed into character-
building substance." 
 

   The great fairy tales and children's fantasy stories attractively depict character and virtue. In these stories, the virtues glimmer 
as if in a looking glass, and wickedness and deception are unmasked of their pretensions to goodness and truth. The stories 
make us face the unvarnished truth about ourselves and compel us to consider what kind of people we want to be. 
 

   "Beauty and the Beast" is one of the most beloved of all the fairy tales because it contrasts goodness with badness in a way 
that is appealing to the imagination. It is also a story that depicts with special force the mystery of virtue itself. Virtue is the 
"magic" of moral life, for it often appears in the most unexpected persons and places and with surprising results. At the 
beginning of the story, we are told that a very rich merchant had three daughters, all of whom "were extremely handsome, 
especially the youngest; [so she was] called 'The little Beauty.'" But nothing more is said about Beauty's physical attributes. 
Instead, the story draws our attention to her virtuous character. Beauty's moral goodness—her "inner beauty"—is contrasted with 
her sisters' pride, vanity, and selfishness—their "inner ugliness”. 
 

   Although Beauty's sisters were physically attractive they "had a great deal of pride, because they were rich.” By contrast, Beauty 
was "charming and sweet-tempered…" and truly loved her father. Because she is virtuous, Beauty is able to "see" the virtues in 
Beast that lie hidden beneath his monstrous appearance. The sharp contrast between Beauty's goodness and her sisters' 
badness (which is masked by their physical attractiveness) parallels the irony that the Beast, who is repulsive physically, is good 
and virtuous. "Beauty and the Beast" teaches the simple but important lesson that appearances can be deceptive, that what is 
seen is not always what it appears to be. 
 

   Similarly, this great fairy tale also bids us to imagine what the outcome might have been had Beauty's sisters been put in her 
position. No doubt they would not have recognized or appreciated the goodness beneath Beast's monstrous appearance. Nor 
does it seem at all likely that they would have made Beauty's courageous choice. The truth that the story portrays is that unless 
virtue is present in a person, she will not be able to find, appreciate, or embrace virtue in another. 
 

     "Beauty and the Beast" embraces one last important moral truth: A person's decisions in life will define what kind of person 
she becomes. In this sense also our destinies are not fated: We decide our own destinies. At the end of the story, the "beautiful 
lady" who has visited Beauty in her dreams appears at Beast's castle and brings with her Beauty's entire family. The fairy then 
says to Beauty: “Beauty, come and receive the reward of your judicious choice; you have preferred virtue before either wit or 
beauty, and deserve to have a person in whom these qualifications are united; you are going to be a great queen.” 
 

   Like all the great fairy tales, "Beauty and the Beast" invites us to draw analogies between its imaginary world and the world in 
which we live. It supplies the imagination with information that the self uses to distinguish what is true from what is not. But 
how, we might ask, is the imagination itself awakened, and how is it made moral? 
 

   The moral imagination is not a thing, not even so much a faculty, as it is the very process by which the self makes metaphors 
out of images collected by experience and then employs these metaphors to find and suppose moral correspondences in 
experience. The moral imagination is active, for well or ill, strongly or weakly, every moment of our lives, in our sleep as well as 
when we are awake. But it needs nurture and proper exercise, otherwise it will atrophy like a muscle that is not used. The 
richness or the poverty of the moral imagination depends on the richness or the poverty of experience. 
 

   Fairy tales and fantasy stories transport the reader into other worlds that are fresh with wonder, surprise, and danger. They 
challenge the reader to make sense out of those other worlds, to navigate his way through them, and to imagine himself in the 
place of the heroes and heroines who populate those worlds. When the moral imagination is wakeful, the virtues come to life, 
filled with personal and existential—as well as social—significance. The virtues needn't be dry and lifeless; they can take on a life 
that attracts and awakens the desire to own them for oneself, to make persons into mature and whole human beings, able to 
stand face to face with the truth about themselves and others, while desiring to correct their faults and to emulate goodness and 
truth wherever it is found. 
 

Dr. Vigen Guroian is Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies in Orthodox Christianity at the University of Virginia. He is the author of 
Tending the Heart of Virtue, from which this article is excerpted, as well as numerous other books and articles on 

marriage and family, children's literature, ecology, gardening, Armenian history, and medical ethics. 

Fairy Tales 
and the Awakening of the Moral Imagination 

by Dr. Vigen Guroian  




